A day with an elephant at Serenity, Kanam Estate, Kerala.

Where else in India can you spend a day with an elephant?   Nowhere!   This exciting new idea offers elephant lovers the world over, a chance to fulfil one of their dreams as the whole day is yours to spend with the beautiful Lakshmi (the Hindu Goddess of prosperity), a 30 year old female elephant who lives close to Serenity.  This wonderful 1920’s estate mansion has been beautifully restored and is decorated entirely in keeping with its historic roots.  The timber and panelling throughout the property are exquisite and the warm peach and turquoise colours that dominate the interiors blend perfectly with its colonial furniture.  Sitting on a hilltop, the views of the Western Ghats and surrounding rubber plantation are breathtaking. With just 5 rooms, it is always peaceful and the only noise is the sound of nature. 

Whilst staying the comfort of this delightful place, which is situated on a rubber estate between Cochin and Thekkady, your day with an elephant will begin after breakfast.  You will be taken to meet Lakshmi and her mahout who both live close by (1 ½ miles away). Initially you will be provided with a bunch of bananas to feed to her as this works as a good introduction / ice-breaking method between you and Lakshmi.   She is a wonderful, tamed elephant who used to work for a circus before being rescued by her present mahout, and she now she earns her living undertaking farm and forest activities.  
After you have become acquainted with Lakshmi, you may go out and spend a few hours riding around the beautiful surroundings of Kanam Estate and the local countryside. After a while on elephant back (which may be for as long or as short as you wish), you will be taken to one of the nearby farm nearby farms, which are teeming with rubber, banana, papaya, pepper, coffee, pineapple and cocoa plantations.  You may tour these plantations either on foot or riding Lakshmi.   

After the plantation visit you will be taken back to Serenity for lunch, which will also allow Lakshmi a little time to rest before she goes out to work in the afternoon.   After lunch you will be taken back to the yard to see Lakshmi at work and how magnificently she pulls and carries timber.  The highlight of Lakshmi’s day, as it is for many of us, is bath time and this takes places once she has finished her work.  She has her bath in a local river and is lovingly washed by her mahout, whilst mucking about, spraying water everywhere.   You are welcome to watch and participate in ‘bath time’ should you wish.   
After her bath, you may have another elephant ride or you may simply return to Serenity.  Lakshmi and her mahout will then bid you goodbye and wander off into the jungle and to their home.
 

Note:  Since Lakshmi is a working elephant, she is not housed on site at Serenity. 
A day’s notice is required to be given to her mahout in order to ensure she is yours for the day.
 

Lakshmi can accommodate up to 2 people on her back so a couple can easily spend a day together with Lakshmi.  
Cost: $100 in total, irrespective of number of people (max. 2 pax).  Commissionable.
