The Burra Bungalow
Pamper yourself with a luxurious stay at The Burra Bungalow at Glenburn- home to generations of tea planters.

Each of our suites, as their names suggest, offers a unique experience for our guests.

With its regal, turn of the century four-poster bed, made of Spanish mahogany, The Planters’ Suite takes you back in time to the days of the East India Company and other voyages of discovery.  Let the old maps and prints, and oriental figures in the Toile de Jouy furnishings, transport you back to those grand old days, while you relax in front of a crackling fire in the privacy of your room.  For a breath of fresh air, step into the garden from your private verandah and sit-out which looks out across the Simbong Valley, towards the hills of the old royal kingdom of Sikkim.  The annexed sit-out also has an extra bed, and separate access to the bathroom of the main bedroom, ensuring a bit of privacy for a third person sharing this suite.

As perhaps given away by its name, The Rose Suite was created as an ode to the purity and timeless beauty of the rose.  The unusual shape of this room creates an adjoining chamber offering a third person sharing the suite complete privacy.  The roses creep their way onto the furniture, the drapery, the paintings, and the exquisitely embroidered bed sheets. The suite also has a connecting sit-out, with splendid views of the garden on three sides and direct access to the main verandah of the house.  Soft mountain breezes ensure the fragrance of the rose creepers adorning this side of the house, waft in through the windows that run along an entire side of the suite.

Located in the northern wing of the house, The Kanchenjunga Suite overlooks the magnificent mountain range it is named after.  With its cool blue and white Toile de Jouy furnishings, and canopied king-size bed, this is the perfect place to enjoy the peace and tranquil beauty that Glenburn is famous for.  A Victorian, teak, queen-size provides a bed for a third person in the room, and an adjoining room, with windows covering the length of two entire walls, adds a further bed to this natural family suite.

A soft muslin trail of butterflies dresses the canopied bed in The Simbong Butterfly Room, overlooking the Simbong Tea Division of Glenburn.  Facing the eastern hills of Sikkim, one can wake up to a spectacular sunrise, and step into a private sit-out and garden.  Delicate etchings of wisteria drape the wardrobe, intricately tiled roses adorn the fireplace, and birds and honey bees float across the furnishings, adding to the charm of this cosy little double room.

Common features of all the rooms
· embroidered bed linen 

· baskets of fresh fruit and vases of fresh flowers from the garden 

· hot water bottles 

· private bathrooms with old-fashioned bath tubs (fitted with hand showers)

· hot and cold water 

· complimentary Darjeeling Green Tea toiletries.

· Overhead fans

A note on the “hot water system”

The hot water in your bathroom comes from an electric geyser situated just outside the back door of your bathroom. The geysers are switched on 24 hours a day.  There should be enough water in one batch for one person to have a long shower or a bucket bath, or for two people to have a quick shower each.  The water will re-heat again in about 20 minutes.  There will not however, be enough water in one batch to fill the entire tub.  If you would like to fill the tub for a bath, please contact the staff and they will provide some extra buckets of hot water to fill the tub.

Common areas

Guests have the run of the entire Burra Bungalow.  Depending on the time of day or your mood, relax in The Front Verandah, or The Garden Pavilion by the Lily Pond, or in any of the secluded gardens, each offering dramatic views of the tea fields, forests, rivers and mountains. 

Unwind after a busy day in front of a crackling fire in The Drawing Room, join your hosts for a drink, and then enjoy the ceremony of a sit-down dinner in The Dining Room served in true planter’s style.  Guests may also choose to dine separately if they wish.
The cane furniture on the verandah can be placed in the front garden if you would like to sit out in the sun.  Just ask one of the staff, and they will move it outside for you.

Complimentary Laundry and Ironing Service

Please contact any one of the staff for this service.  Clothes handed in for laundry in the morning will be returned in the evening, unless it is raining and they have not dried.  We do, however, have a tumble drier, for any emergency drying!  Please mention any “special care” instructions for delicate items.

Entertainment at The Burra Bungalow
A selection of board games is available for guests’ use.  These can be found in the large cabinet on The Front Verandah, just outside The Planters’ Suite.  Chess and Solitaire are already set up in The Living Room.

In keeping with the peace and tranquility that Glenburn has to offer, we do not have a television link.  However, we do have a collection of movies that you may watch in The Living Room.  This must be with mutual consent of the other guests in residence, and must not be intrusive or disturbing.  The Glenburn Experience, a 15-minute film on the history of Glenburn and an overview of the process of growing, manufacturing and tasting tea, will be screened on one of your evenings with us.  If you would like to purchase a copy of the film, please contact the management.

A music system is also available if you would like to listen to music.  We have a small collection of classical music on CD.

The Living Room also houses a library with a collection of books relating to local birds, butterflies, flowers, trees, wildlife and history.  There are also guides on Darjeeling Town, Sikkim and Bhutan, as well as the rest of India.  We also have a collection of cookery books, as well as light fiction and old magazines ranging from those on golf and horse riding, to travel and fashion.  Do feel free to leave us any books you feel are too heavy for you to carry home!  If you do leave a book, don’t forget to write something to us in the inside front cover.

A set of original British-surveyed (1932) contour maps of the Estate and the surrounding area (including Darjeeling and Sikkim) can be found in The Living Room.  
A newspaper is brought down from Darjeeling Town by the Glenburn mailman, every day except for Sundays and holidays.  It should reach the bungalow by late afternoon.  Please ask one of the staff if you cannot locate it, or if you would like to order any other specific newspaper or magazine for the following day.

Meals

All meals, snacks and refreshments (other than alcohol) are included in the tariff, and we plan all the menus according to the select preferences of each guest.  The menus comprise a range of cuisine – from interesting local fare and traditional Indian dishes, to exotic South-East Asian delicacies, and a variety of European dishes making full use of the fresh Italian herbs, and salad leaves we grow in our well-stocked kitchen garden. We try to source as much fruit, vegetables, herbs and spices as we can from our own garden, so feel free to plan your own menu based on what’s in season! 

Please ask if you would like to eat anything in particular and we will plan the menus accordingly.  If the fresh herbs in the garden inspire you to conjure up a favorite recipe, do leave it behind and we shall name it after you and serve it to future guests!

Glenburn tea, iced tea, South Indian filter coffee, a range of herbal teas (both fresh and from teabags), nimboo pani (fresh homemade lemonade), freshly-squeezed juice, and cold drinks are available at any time.  There are also freshly baked cakes and cookies available whenever you feel like a snack.  With a bit of notice, we can also make you some ice cream.  In the summer months a few different ice cream varieties made from whatever fruit is in season, are available at any time.

Sit down to Breakfast and Lunch either in the bright and sunny Morning Room at one end of The Front Verandah, in The Front Garden or at The Garden Pavilion.  Each of these venues offers dramatic views of Mount Kanchenjunga.  Breakfast will be served at your convenience, anytime between 7am and 11 am.  Please let the staff know what time you would like to be served “Bed Tea” in your room, and what time you would like to sit down for breakfast.  

Depending on your plans for the day, we can also organise a picnic-style meal.  Picnics can either be served as a “sit down” meal, at certain pre-planned venues such as The Glenburn Campsite, at Section number 10 by the River Rung Dung, or at any of the “weighment sheds” scattered around the tea fields – some of which offer spectacular views.  Equally, sandwiches and fruit can be packed into boxes to be carried by your guide, for you to eat at any time during a hike.  Barbeques can also be organised down by the river or at The Garden Pavilion of the Burra Bungalow.  

Dinner is usually served as a sit-down meal in the candle-lit intimacy of The Dining Room, along with your hosts and any other guests in residence.  In the warmer months, dinner can also be served outdoors on the patio or in The Garden Pavilion. Dinner is normally served anytime between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.  Please let the staff know what at time you would like to have dinner.

Alcohol

Drinks are served before dinner in The Living Room during the winter months, or on The Front Verandah or the Front Patio during the summer.  Beer is available throughout the day, and wine is offered at meal times.  All alcohol is charged extra and a list of the prices is given below:

Dansberg Beer 



Large bottle:

Rs 70

Sula White, Rose or Red Wine

Full bottle:

Rs 850









Half bottle:

Rs 450







Per glass:

Rs 200

Indian Whiskey, Gin, Vodka, Rum
Per peg:

Rs 100

Teachers Scotch Whiskey:


Per peg:

Rs 200 

All mixers such as soda, tonic water, lime cordial, coke, sprite etc. are complimentary.

Tong Ba - a locally-brewed drink, served in a bamboo glass with a bamboo straw can also be ordered from one of the villages if you would like to try some!

Visits to The Glenburn Campsite
When visiting the campsite, you will be allotted one of the two rooms at The Glenburn Lodge.  Please carry a change of clothes if you plan to have a dip in the river, something warm for the evening, suitable shoes for paddling in the river, hats in case it gets sunny, and books, sketchpads etc. to keep you busy through the day.  A selection of hats, and a few odd pairs of shoes (for the river) are available for guests’ use.  

Insect Repellent should be used at all times when down at the campsite. Please ask the staff for some if you are not carrying any.  Sunscreen is also available.

If you are hiking down to the camp, your guide will carry water and a first aid kit, and you may send any other items down in the vehicle that accompanies you.  Hand them over to a member of staff before you set off on your hike, and they will be placed in your room at The Glenburn Lodge before you arrive.

Further information on The Glenburn Campsite is included in the “Activities” section.

The Glenburn Shop

If you have enjoyed using the Darjeeling Green Tea toiletries in your room, you may wish to purchase more to take home with you.  Our shop, situated just behind the bungalow, contains a range of items you will see being used around the bungalow, as well as fresh Glenburn honey and marmalade.  Tea, of course, can be packaged especially for you, fresh from the factory.  

We also stock a range of gift items by Michael Aram, a designer based in Delhi, and from Hugli – a lifestyle store in Kolkata.

A list of items being sold, along with their prices is attached.  Please contact any staff member if you would like to visit the shop at any time during your stay with us.

The Glenburn Staff

The Glenburn staff are available round the clock, to help make your stay with us a comfortable and memorable one.  A bell is located on the switchboard in the Morning Room, at one end of The Front Verandah, just outside The Dining Room, as well as in some of the other rooms.  Please just ring this if there are no staff members around at the time.
You will meet most of our staff at some time during your stay with us:

Our wonderfully versatile drivers – Jeet Bahadur and Rajesh

Our smiling beras – Binod, Muken, Maniraj, Impishan and Rudra

Our talented cooks – Maiti and Dinesh

Our very efficient maids – Joshita and Poonam

Our hard-working sweepers – Mahindra and Santosh

Our green-fingered gardeners – Kishen Lal, Maila and Prasanan

Our knowledgeable walking guide – Prakash

Our watchful night chowkidar – Bala Kumar

 Our Tipping Policy

Please do not tip any of the staff directly.  

We deduct a service charge from your bill, which is given to each and every member of our staff, based on a point system that rewards each person according to how hard they have worked that week.

If you would like to leave anything extra for the staff, please hand it over to the management, and it will be added to the monthly tipping amount.
Activities at Glenburn

Relaxing at The Burra Bungalow, and enjoying the breathtaking scenery and serenity that Glenburn is so famous for, has given inspiration to artists, writers and photographers.  The diverse landscape, birds, butterflies and local populace provide many a subject to paint and write about.  Glenburn is also an ideal getaway for anyone seeking refuge from their busy city lives - the stillness and quiet providing the perfect ambiance for yoga and meditation. 

Our most popular activity is of course the Tea Tour around the estate and tea factory, and our guests are left marveling at the intricate details that go into producing that morning cuppa! 

Aside from the peace and tranquility of Glenburn, there is also plenty of opportunity for some fun and adventure.  Explore the beautiful estate with its acres of tea fields and private forests either on foot or by jeep. Glenburn is one of the few destinations in India where you can hike all day through unspoilt countryside and then return to comfort and luxury at night.  There is a multitude of bird life, butterflies, and other fauna and flora to enjoy.  We offer a number of hikes, ranging from gentle to difficult, and from a short afternoon wander through a local village to a longer, full day trek along the rocky river bed of the River Rung Dung.

For a touch of the more rustic, spend a night down at The Glenburn Lodge, with its two comfortable bedrooms.  Here in the heart of the forest, on the banks of the River Rungeet you can camp out, walk across the river to Sikkim, play a game of croquet or beach cricket, have a refreshing dip in the river, fish for some local trout, river raft or simply sit and rest in the sunshine.

We offer the following hikes and activities within the estate:

· Tea Tour

· Excursion to The Glenburn Campsite 

(including overnight stays at The Glenburn Lodge)

· Hike along River Rungeet to Manjitar Village in Sikkim

· River Rung Dung Hike

· Afternoon hike to Shikari Dura Village

· Drive cum hike to Lamha Haata Orchard and Cluny Sister’s Church and School

· Day excursion to Darjeeling Town

· Hiking between Darjeeling Town and Glenburn

Tea Tour
Duration – 
Full day

Difficulty – 
Gentle to moderate/tough

This can be adjusted to suit each guest.  Most of the walking is down hill, and the duration of the walk can range from 1.5 hours to 3 hours, with the level of difficulty from moderate to tough, depending on the route one takes.  Guests may also drive the entire route, stopping along the way for short walks at various points of interest.

The tour starts with an audio-visual presentation on the history of Glenburn, and a brief overview of how tea is grown, manufactured and tasted

Walk or drive through the tea fields with our Estate Manager, who will give you a comprehensive guided tour of how the tea bush is grown and looked after. Learn how to pluck the “two leaves and a bud” – that is later manufactured into the tealeaf that ends up in your teacup! Visit the Tea Nursery, where we cultivate our own young tea plants and learn about the different varieties of tea plants and how they are transplanted into the fields when ready.  During the winter season, learn about the different types of pruning that is undertaken to increase the yield of the coming season. Interact with the Estate workers as you move from one part of the estate to another. Enjoy the multitude of bird life, butterflies and flora that add to the diverse landscape that makes up a tea estate.  Catch a crab, or pick some watercress from the numerous springs that filter through the fields.  Refreshments will be provided at a suitable mid-way point.

Break for lunch at Section Number 10, on the banks of the River Rung Dung. Relax on the riverfront and paddle in the rock pools, while you enjoy your meal.

Drive back up the hill to the Tea Factory for a guided tour on how the leaf is brought in from the fields, weighed, and then taken through the processes of Withering, Rolling, Fermenting, Drying and finally Sorting.

The day ends with a Tea Tasting Session, where one can discover the differences in aroma, flavour and appearance of tea manufactured in different ways, and during different times of the year. The session also includes tasting teas from other parts of India and the world, together with examples of flavoured and blended teas.

Excursion to The Glenburn Campsite
Duration :
Full day

Difficulty : 
Gentle to moderate/tough

This can be adjusted to suit each guest.  All the walking is down hill.  The duration of the walk can range from 1.5 hours to 4 hours, and the level of difficulty can range from moderate to tough, depending on the route one takes.  Guests may also drive the entire route, stopping along the way for short walks at various points of interest.

Our experienced guide cum naturalist will lead you through the Bora Gaon Village and into the Simbong Tea Division, past the Sim Jhora (stream and waterfall), and finally into the Simbong Forest area.  You can follow the main forest track, or break off at various points to take shortcuts through the forest.  Enjoy the spectacular views of Sikkim (including Naamchi Baazar and Manjitar Village), the hill station of Kalimpong, and the River Rungeet, which flows through the valley below.  You will gradually descend from a height of around 3000 feet, down to the river, which lies at around 800 feet.  Our forests contain a rich diversity of birds, butterflies, flora and plant life, as well as animals typical to this habitat. Refreshments will be provided along the way, and a jeep is never far away, should you feel tired and wish to drive down the rest of the way.  

Once down at The Glenburn Campsite, on the banks of the River Rungeet, guests have a choice of the following activities:

· Paddling in rock pools 

· Fishing

· Bird watching

· Beach activities (croquet, beach cricket and other games)

· Relaxing on the sandy beaches and rocks by the river

· Short walks along the river

Lunch is served according to each guest’s preference, either as a sit-down meal by the cabin, or picnic-style on the river’s beaches and rocks.  A barbeque is a popular option too.

In the afternoon, guests have a choice of further river/beach activities before we drive back up to the bungalow.  There is also a barbeque/bonfire option in the evening, and then guests have the option to spend the night at The Glenburn Lodge, our log cabin at the Campsite.

The Glenburn Lodge:

Ideal for day or overnight visits, The Glenburn Lodge and Campsite offers a truly rustic yet comfortable experience in the middle of the wilderness at Glenburn.  

The Lodge offers accommodation for two families, with its two spacious rooms each with an attached bathroom.  Both rooms offer spectacular views of the forest, river and Sikkim on the opposite bank.  A large verandah is a lovely place to sit and relax on at any time of the day.

Towels are provided if you wish to have a dip in the river, and it is advisable to carry appropriate shoes for walking in the river as it can be rocky.  There is running cold water in the bathrooms of the Lodge, and buckets of hot water can be provided on request.

Kerosene lanterns are used to light up the Lodge at night, and dinner is served according to each guest’s preference - either as a candle-lit meal down by the river, or on the Lodge verandah, which is enclosed with wire netting to keep the bugs out.  

Barbeques can also be organized, and a bonfire is always a popular option.  

After dinner, retire to your bed in the Lodge, complete with a hot-water bottle, and drift off to sleep, accompanied by the soothing sounds of the nearby river.

Awake the next morning with a cup of tea or coffee served to you in bed, to watch the sunrise, and then wander along the river to catch a glimpse of some of the birds that inhabit the area.  Cormorants, wild geese and hornbills are just a few of the birds you are likely to see.  Return to the campsite for a hot breakfast and perhaps another refreshing dip in the river, before setting off on the day’s activities.

WARNING:

1. Please use insect repellent whilst down at the camp since there are tiny midges down by the river at certain times of year and some people can be sensitive to them.  Please ask the staff for repellent if you are not carrying any.

2. Please be careful when you are down by the river, as the current is fairly strong and the rocks can be slippery.  There is a specific area of the river within which paddling and a bit of a swim is safe, but please do not stray out of this area.  The staff will direct you to this part of the river, which lies at the end of the path leading down to the river, to the extreme left of the campsite.  Further along the river, there are also areas of quick sand, which should be avoided.

Hike along the River Rungeet to Manjitar Village in Sikkim
Duration:
4-5 hours

Difficulty:
Gentle 

Walking is along a flat, well-defined path. 

Total walking time approx. 2 hours.

A four-wheel drive jeep will take you down through the Simbong Forest  to the River Rung Dung. Cross the river over a small suspension bridge, which takes you into the Badamtam Forest.  Walk along the forest path, following the River Rungeet.  On the way, our naturalist will help you identify the birds, butterflies, occasional animals, and the rich plant life to be found in the forest.  You will also walk through a forest village, and have the option to walk down to the sandy banks of the river.  

After about an hour’s walk, you will reach the Manjitar Suspension Footbridge, leading the way across the River Rungeet into the old royal kingdom of Sikkim.  This spectacular structure was built by the British in 1902, after the original cane bridge was washed away by the floods of 1899.  About 200 feet across, and at least 100 feet above the river, crossing this footbridge is an adventure in itself! A black and white photograph of the original cane bridge, which was taken some time during the last century by Robert Phillips, can be seen on the Glenburn front verandah.

Cross the bridge into Sikkim and wander around Manjitar Village, stop for a cup of tea in one of the village “dhaabas” (tea shops), and visit the local Shiv Temple.  There is a volleyball match that takes place every day at 4.30 pm between the local police force and the villagers.  Spectators are welcomed with hot cups of tea and biscuits from the local tea shop!

Lunch will be served picnic-style, somewhere along the way.  The return journey follows the same route back, although one can also take the alternative “river beach” route, which is slightly tougher, and depends on the season and whether the river water level permits it. 

Refreshments are served back at the Glenburn-Badamtam Bridge, where guests have a choice of walking to the Glenburn Campsite for the evening/night or driving back up to The Burra Bungalow.  The Campsite is another 20-minute walk away.  

See Excursion to Glenburn Campsite for evening/night options at The Glenburn Lodge.




River Rung Dung Hike

Duration:
Full day, total walking time 5-6 hours

Difficulty:
Tough, with all walking being along the riverbed and over rocks, pebbles and sand.  At certain points, the river has to be crossed, which requires knee-deep wading, and so your feet will get wet!

This hike can only be completed between mid-November and May, when the water level in the river is low enough to allow the hike.  Guests are driven down to the head of the river at Section Number 10, and then picked up again in the evening from The Glenburn Campsite.  

The river meanders along the northern boundary of the Estate, and the landscape varies from bamboo groves and tea fields, to thickly forested areas.  You will find a huge variety of birds, butterflies and plant life along the way, as well as pug marks (if not sightings!) of animals which visit the river for a drink!  Feel free to stop and catch some fish along the way, or for a paddle in one of the rock pools.  Enjoy a picnic lunch along the way, and end up at The Glenburn Campsite by teatime.

Refreshments are served at the Glenburn-Badamtam Bridge, where guests have a choice of walking to The Glenburn Campsite for the evening/night or driving back up to The Burra Bungalow.  The campsite is another 20-minute walk away, along a flat forest track, or another hour’s walk along the river, eventually joining up with the River Rungeet, which leads to the campsite.  

See Excursion to Glenburn Campsite for evening/night options at The Glenburn Lodge.

Afternoon hike to Shikari Dura Village
Duration:
2 hours

Difficulty:
Gentle to moderate

The walking is mostly downhill, along a well-defined path.  The last portion is slightly uphill.
This hike is best done in the afternoon, when the Shikari Dura Village comes alive after the day’s work in the field.  

Set out from The Burra Bungalow, past the factory and some tea fields, before descending into the village.  Stop to browse in the village shop and taste some of the locally made pickles and preserves.  Watch a game of carom, or whatever else the villagers are doing for their evening entertainment.  Interact with the villagers, and then walk back up to the bungalow, through yet more tea fields!

If you do not fancy the walk back, which is entirely uphill, a vehicle can wait for you at the bottom of the village, and drive you back to the bungalow.

Drive cum hike up to Lamha Haata Orchard, 

and the Cluny Sister’s Church and School

Duration:
2 hours

Difficulty:
Moderate



The climb is fairly steep, and cannot be accessed by jeep

Drive 10 minutes away from The Burra Bungalow, to the start of the track leading up to the Lamha Haata Orange Orchard, and our local church and convent school.  The climb up to the church takes about 20 minutes, and then the orchard is another 10 minutes climb above.

The Irish Cluny Sisters run the church and school.  Mass takes place every Sunday, and the Sisters are happy to meet any of our guests over a cup of tea or coffee. Have a wander around their school, meet the children that board with them and play with the baby animals that they look after (chicks, puppies, kittens, kid goats – depending on what they have at the time!). 

Glenburn’s Fine Cut Orange Marmalade comes from the oranges of the Lamha Haata Orange Orchard.  Climb up another 10 minutes to the orchard, and enjoy spectacular views of the surrounding hillside and Darjeeling Town on the opposite hilltop.  See what other fruit and vegetables are being grown at the time, and pick a bundle of fresh flowers to take back to your room.  Have a cup of tea with our resident caretaker, before you start your descent back to the main track where your jeep awaits you to take you back to The Burra Bungalow.

Stop off on your way back at the Glenburn Hospital, to see what welfare activities take place on a tea estate.  Visits to Buddhist and Sai Baba centres within the Estate can also be arranged.

Day Excursion to Darjeeling Town

Duration:
Full day



Driving time to the town is 1 hour 15 minutes

Steeped in British colonial history, the hill station of Darjeeling stands at a height of 6,000 feet, with the magnificent Mount Kanchenjunga as a backdrop.  Take a ride on the famous Darjeeling Hill Railway (now a World Heritage Site)  from Darjeeling Town, through the picturesque Batasia Loop and then to the neighboring towns of Ghoom and Kurseong.   Wander through the Mall, shop for local crafts and antiques along the way, drop in to the famous Das Studios for a peek at their collection of old black and white photographs of the area, and stop for a cup of tea or coffee at Keventers or Glenary’s, two famous old cafeterias on the Mall.  Visit the grand old Planters’ Club, once the Palace of a local Maharaja, and enjoy the views of the surrounding hillside (Glenburn included!) from Chowrasta, where the bandstand still conjures up old colonial memories of days gone by.

Lunch can be taken at a number of places - Glenary’s has a nice cafeteria as well as a multi-cuisine restaurant, but you could also try a more typical local restaurant, for a traditional “momo and thugpa” meal.  Whatever you feel like doing, our experienced guide will lead you to the right place!

In the afternoon, drive a little out of the main town to the Lebong Contonment area, where the original Lebong Race Course remains.  Although not in use today, Glenburn horses once walked across the valley every Sunday to take part in the weekly races held here.  

Visit the Zoo – famous for its snow leopards and red pandas, the renowned Himalayan Mountaineering Institute, the Tibetan Self-Help Center, the Lloyds Botanical Gardens, and the Ghoom Monastry, and then drive back to Glenburn in time for dinner.

Hiking between Darjeeling Town and Glenburn
Duration:
Full day, with at least 4-6 hours of walking

Difficulty:
Moderate to tough, depending on route one takes


Guests have an option of 2 routes:

Via Tukdah and Mineral Springs (Dawai Pani) Tea Estates

This route, though slightly shorter than the other, is probably the tougher of the two, since for much of the way you will be following tiny village tracks and forest paths, and travelling off the beaten track.  From Glenburn, you walk through Tukdah Tea Estate, and then through a few villages into the abandoned but historical Dawai Pani (Mineral Springs) Tea Estate, which was one of the first Tea Estates in the area.  Cross the beautiful waterfall and spring from where the river Rung Dung, which meanders through Glenburn, begins. The bridge, built by Col. HC James in August 1858, still remains (a photograph taken by the colonel in 1858 can be seen on the Glenburn front verandah).  

Once across the river, you begin the steep climb up to Darjeeling Town, through little villages and patches of tea estate.  The town can be approached from various points, the popular one being at The Lebong Cantonment Stadium.  From here you may either drive into the town (another 5 kms) or take a pedestrian shortcut through the outskirts of the town up to the Mall and Chowrasta area (only 2 km).

From Lebong, you can also walk down to The Glenburn Campsite on a completely different route.  This one takes you through the Badamtam Tea Estate via The Buddha of Badamtam and The Manjitar Suspension Footbridge (details given below).

Via Badamtam Tea Estate, The Buddha of Badamtam and The Manjitar Suspension Footbridge.

This second route between Darjeeling Town and Glenburn is completely accessible by a four-wheel drive jeep, so you can either hike the whole way or divide the journey into a hike cum drive.  Guests may begin either at Lebong Stadium, or at The Glenburn Campsite, depending on whether they would like to walk uphill or downhill.

Walking downhill out of Lebong, you first cross Ging and Bannockburn Tea Estates.  En-route you will be able to stop at some fabulous viewpoints where you can look down at Jore Thang Town on the border of West Bengal and Sikkim, and across the mountains to other parts of Western Sikkim.  

Once you enter Badamtam Tea Estate, our jeep will be waiting with refreshments, before you begin the climb up to The Buddha of Badamtam, an impressive 14-foot high statue of Lord Buddha, made of metal basta work.  It sits atop the highest hill in the area and has a backdrop of white snow-capped mountains.  Most images of Lord Buddha have his eyes closed in meditation, however here the artist has kept his eyes open, as she felt that since he had attained enlightenment in such a beautiful place, he must surely have opened his eyes to look up to the gods above.  The tale of how such a mammoth statue made its way to such a remote place is another story, and is one which our guide will be happy to share with you.

From Badamtam, one begins the descent out of the tea fields and into the forest.  To one’s left one can see the Sikkim hills and the River Rungeet below, and to one’s right is the entire Glenburn Estate, with the River Rung Dung below, separating the two hills.  The road forks and one can chose to walk down via The Manjitar Suspension Footbridge (see details on Hike along River Rungeet to Manjitar Village in Sikkim), or straight down to The Glenburn Campsite.

See Excursion to Glenburn Campsite for evening/night options at The Glenburn Lodge.

Excursions from Glenburn

Glenburn can be used as a base from which to explore the surrounding areas, and we would be happy to help you organize trips off the estate whenever you wish.

River Rafting: This is definitely our most popular excursion, and rafting trips of varying difficulty can be organized to suit everyone.  When the water level is high enough, rafting trips start at The Glenburn Campsite, from the River Rungeet, and join up with the River Teesta further downstream.   Our jeep will await you at the end of the trip with dry clothes, a picnic and refreshments.   The trip can also be combined with a hike across the Manjitar Suspension Bridge, a short drive to Malli and then a raft trip down the River Teesta.

The rapids along both the rivers are graded between II and IV, and certain sections are only open to swimmers.  We use well-trained guides at all times and safety is of the utmost importance to us.
Kalimpong is a 2-hour drive away from Glenburn, and has some interesting blends of Buddhist, Christian and Hindu influences with its monasteries, gompas, temples and missionary activities.  The local bazaar is a delightful place to shop and interact with the local ethnic mix of Lepcha, Bhutia and Nepali communities.  For orchid lovers, it provides a real treat with its many nurseries and rich flora.  The snow-capped mountains provide panoramic views of the surrounding countryside.  A visit to the nearby Samthar Plateau can also be arranged.  The Kalimpong Monastery is situated in a very picturesque area, near the army cantonment.   

A game of golf can also be organized with prior notice.

Mirik:  49 km away from Darjeeling, and about a 2 hour drive from Glenburn. This hill station is famous for its Sumendu Lake, views of Kanchenjunga, and picturesque tea estates, orange orchards and cardamom plantations.

Gangtok, the capital of Sikkim, is a 3-hour drive from Glenburn.  Located at 5,800 feet, this picturesque town is famous for its monasteries, colourful bazaars and parks.  Places of interest within Gangtok are the Namgayal Institute of Tibetology- a renowned center for Buddhist study, the Enchey Monastery, the Flower Exhibition Centre (open April-June and September-November), the Do-Drul chorten (stupa), and a number of view points on the outskirts of the city.

From Gangtok, one can visit the Rumtek Monastery, (24 kms away) - the largest monastery in Sikkim and the seat of the Gyalwa Karmapa sect - the Botanical Gardens (24 kms away) and the Nathula Pass (56 kms away).

Nathula is a pass on the Indo-Chinese border. The road from Gangtok to Nathula passes through Tsongo Lake, and is covered with snow throughout the year. Indian tourists are allowed to get close to the international border and the Chinese soldiers can be seen protecting their side of the border. On specific days the Chinese authorities also allow tourists to visit the area and on these days tourists from both countries can see one another. Photography is prohibited around Nathula.

Indian tourists are allowed to visit Nathula only on specific days of the week. There is a restriction on the number of vehicles that can visit Nathula on any given day. Tourists are advised to make reservations for the Nathula visit well in advance in order to avoid disappointment. Foreign tourists are not allowed to visit Nathula. They have to return from Tsongo lake

Pelling:  Situated at 6,800 feet, 74 km away from Darjeeling and about a four and a half hour drive from Glenburn, this little town in Sikkim is famous for its fabulous views of Mt Kanchenjunga and the surrounding mountain range, and of course, the famous Pemayangtse Monastery.  Founded in 1705, this is one of the oldest monasteries in Sikkim and is the headquarters of the Nyingma Sect.  The monastery houses a beautiful collection of wall paintings and sculptures.  In January/February every year, a religious dance called “Cham” is performed.

Other places of interest in Pelling, are the Sangachoeling Monastery, the second oldest monastery in Sikkim (a 45 min walk from the town), the sacred Khechepalri Lake, and the Sangay Waterfall.

For trips to Gangtok and Pelling, we would recommend an overnight stay.  We would be happy to organize accommodation for you at either of these places.

